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YOUTH PROGRAMS — LIBERAL–NATIONAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

98. Mr M.J. FOLKARD to the Minister for Youth: 
(1) Has the minister identified any programs in his portfolio that the previous Liberal–National government 

failed to adequately fund? 

(2) If yes, what were these programs and how has this government fixed this mess? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY replied: 
(1)–(2) Members are all wondering who the Minister for Youth is! I thank the member for Burns Beach for his 

question. As this is the first time on my feet referring to the member, I congratulate him on his historic 
win up on the coast in the northern suburbs. He has linked the sea of red to the sea in the north—well 
done. 

Not long after we were elected, not 10 weeks ago, the Treasurer wrote to me in the sternest of terms to 
ask me to look at my portfolio areas. He was concerned about budgetary black holes and other financial 
disclosures that were not reported in the Government Mid-year Financial Projections Statement by the 
previous government. I dutifully looked around my departments and found a dirty great big massive hole 
that I referred to on Tuesday in this place around remote and Indigenous housing. Department of Local 
Government and Communities officials came to see me in the youth portfolio to identify a $700 000 black 
hole in funding shortfall for cadets. The school cadet system in Western Australia is not what it once 
was—young men in khaki with .303 rifles. It has moved on vastly from that to include about 9 441 kids 
in Western Australia who participate in youth programs provided in areas such as rangers programs, 
emergency services and police cadets. Army cadets are only 10 per cent of the cadet population in 
Western Australian schools. They provide a vital service in teaching young people how to engage in the 
community and community service. What do we have? There is a $700 000 hole in its future funding. It 
is emblematic of how the previous government could not govern. It is emblematic of how the previous 
government would file into the cabinet room in the $27 million palace that it built in that place. They 
would not stand up to the former Premier as he wrote one cheque after another. The youth of 
Western Australia are now disadvantaged for that. I have one question. 

An opposition member interjected. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: That is even worse! It is a Liberal program but opposition members have sold them out. The 
cadets have been sold out to the tune of $700 000 and the former government gave them an uncertain future in 
how they will be able to deliver proper education about community services to the youth of Western Australia. My 
questions to members opposite are: What do they have against good financial management? What do they have 
against children? Not only did the former government fail in its project down at Elizabeth Quay, it actually 
poisoned the children! They poisoned the kids with the waterpark down there and they wanted to feed them lead 
in the Perth Children’s Hospital. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: And they also lost a puppy! Where is the puppy? 
Not one former minister got to their feet yesterday during the Address-in-Reply to take personal responsibility for 
what they did to the state’s finances. It is an outrage. Now it is okay—just relax! I hold the now Leader of the 
Opposition personally accountable for every black hole that has been identified from this side of the house. I hold 
him personally responsible for me having to go to the Treasurer to explain why there is a black hole in the portfolios 
that I have been given. But it is okay — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: Thank you—I got that, Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 
One thing I can tell members opposite: it is okay; the adults have arrived! We have got this. Ironically, despite 
what they would like the public to think, we are the fiscal conservatives in the state of Western Australia. We are 
the ones who will balance the books and hold the former government forever accountable for the worst set of 
books this state has ever seen! 
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